ON   GIVING   WAY   TO   THINGS
way to teats. This will probably be the last straw, and we
ourselves will either give way to tears in turn or will take to
flight. On the whole I think flight is best, because from tears
our friend may presently return either to laughter or to
moroseness, and in either case the consequences to ourselves
will be unwelcome or alarming. They cannot be pleasant.
A man will not usually give way to tears unless he is very
hungry; but he may give way to many other things. He may
give way to all sorts of displeasing habits, and is very much
inclined, among other habits, to give way to the impulse to
tyrannize. This, if it is persisted in, and remains unchecked,
is a very bad form of giving way, because it means that there
is no possibility of recovery in the patients. It is equally bad
for a woman to give way to tyrannic impulse, but plain
tyranny is a less common form in women than in men. In
women tyranny is more apt to work through tears, head-
aches, weakness, self-blame, self-pity, and valetudinarianism.
Worst of all, perhaps, through a despair of herself. However,
it can be exercised in other ways also, as anybody who knows
a home presided over by a harsh and determined maiden,
wife, mother, or ancient servant well knows. All giving way
to the tyrannic impulse is disgusting, and in the very young,
before it is properly established, this impulse should be
quelled.
A very hard-working youth whom I once knew was deeply
attracted to an emotional girl. He one evening took his friend
to a theatre. On the journey thither, being very happy,
recalling some grief unconnected with her swain which had
not been in her mind earlier, she horrified the young man by
giving way to tears, publicly, in the middle of the Strand,
Her cavalier was eyed by every passer with anger and con-
tempt. Men clenched their firsts, but fortunately refrained
from shaking them; women, immediately guessing at a
wrong to their sex, cast resentful glances at the cruel evoker
of these tears. The observers were all like the celebrated lady,
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